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DWI GUIDE

FOLLOW YOUR BOND CONDITIONS

What is a bond?

The bond is the paperwork that allows the sheriff to release you from jail. It may
be a “personal bond” or a “surety bond” (used by bail bondsmen). Either one can
have bond conditions.

What bond conditions are you talking about?

In addition to going to court when required, judges occasionally add conditions
to the bond - such as the installation of an ignition interlock device (1ID) or
getting an alcohol and drug evaluation (CES). Make sure that you have read and
understand all the paperwork you were given when you were released from jail.
If you have a question about something, call us at 512-472-1113.

How do the judges decide whether to add conditions?

Judges usually add conditions to a bond if you have been arrested before or if the
allegations surrounding the arrest (which they can see from the probable cause
affidavit) are unusually dangerous. A high blood alcohol content, collision, or
exceptionally bad driving will usually cause the judge to include conditions.

Do I have to pay for the personal bond?

Yes. The amount will be written on the little yellow “coupon” that is attached to
the bond paperwork. Here is a video and FAQ about Travis County personal
bonds.
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DO YOU HAVE BOND CONDITIONS?
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There is a “see attached conditions order form”
checkbox on the personal bond. If it is checked, there
will be additional things you need to do. In this
example, it is checked.
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WHAT CONDITIONS DO YOU HAVE?

" Stote of Texas Cause # _Clel_ L2 -70)3YS

vs.

Nome:__WSTETH (UCthADS e

ROE N F PERSON; A
ion of his/her relecse on Personal Bond or Cash Deposit Bond in the above styled couse, this Court finds that the interest of ustice ond the
safety of the community require that the defendont shall be subject 1o and shall comply with the following conditions as ordered by the Court:

(One form per causett/charge)

Substance Abuse Counssling Gonditions

TCCES Misdemeanor Drug Evalu = Submit to an ossessment by TCCES & follow treatment recommendations
[TCCES Felony Drug Evaluation ~ Submit 1o on assessment by TCCES & follow ireatment
v TCCES Alcohol Evaluation = Submit 1o an assessment by TCCES & follow treatment recommendations

I

Drug Court Screening— Review information related to in @ Drug Diversion Court

iolen nseling nditie

TCCES Family Violence Evaluation (for Infimate Partner Violence Cases) = Submit fo an assessment by TCCES & follow counseling recommendations

TCCES Violence Evaluation (for Non-Infimate Partner Violence Cases) — Submit 1o an ossessment by TCCES & follow counseling recommendations

Anger Management (for Non-Infimate Porfner Violence Cases) — Enroll in & complete an Bhr Anger Management progrom os directed by Pretrial
Services

Safety-Related Conditions

No Contact with Comploining Witness ~ Do not make contact with complaining witness by phone, written, digital communication or in person

200 Yard Stay Away from Complaining Witness — Do not go within 200 yords of.he complaining witness

No Contact with Co-Defendants — Do not contact by phone, written ion or in person

Stay Away from (insert specific address)

[T supervision = Report to Pretrial Services os directed & follow rules of progrom

Mental Health Supervision — Report fo Pretrial Services os directed & follow rules of progrom
Surveillance Conditions

[ EM — House Arrest (Electronic Monitoring) - Install electronic monitoring device, report 1o Pretrial Services as directed & follow rules of progrom

EM ~ House Arrest ~ In Jail Install — Install electronic monitoring device, report to Pretrial Services as directed and follow rules of program

GPS (Global Position System) — Pay for services fo imstall and maintaln operations of GPS monftoring device, report 1o Pretriol Services os directed
and follow rules of progrom
GPS - In Jail Install - Pay for services fo Install and malntain operations of GPS monitoring device, report o Prefrial Services o3 directed ond follow
rules of progrom
SCRAM (Secure Conlinuous Remete Alcohol Moniforing ) = Poy for serices 1o install and maintain operation of trensdermal alcohol moniforing
device and follow rules of the progrom

SCRAM - In Joil Install - Py for services o install ond maintain operation of transdermal aleohol monltoring device ond follow rules of the progrom
11D (Ignition Inferlock Device) — Pay for services fo Insfall within 21 days and maintain operation of Ignilion Interlock device, report 1o Prefrial Services
| o8 directed and follow rules of the progrom /

PAM (Poriable Alcohol Monitoring) Device — Pay for services 10 oblaln Porfable-Alcohol Monitoring device, provide breath somples os direcied,
report to Pretriol Services as directed and follow rules of the progrom

Oftber Condifions

Random Urinaly ith Supervision — Submit to urinalysis (UA) os directed by Preirial Services

No Driving without Valid 's License — Do not operate & motor. vehicle without o valid driver's license
Curfew — You must be home by /AD/Jérd T and you may not leave home before ,
Phoenix Court Referral - Review information reloted to participation in  Phoenix Court.

" Other Conditions(Write-in fegibly — PLEASE PRINT )

[

Ordered, this ___ 2ONF_day of_SI_ 202©
Aukpavs 1 N 0

Defendont's Signoture Magistrote/Judge

Revised 6/2016 White - Original Yellow - Defendant Copy Pink - Pretrial Services Copy

If the “bond conditions” box is checked on the personal
bond, you will need to do whatever is checked on this
page. On this sample bond, Mr. Richard’s bond
conditions include random UAs, a curfew, and an
alcohol evaluation.
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FOLLOWING YOUR BOND CONDITIONS

What happens if | don’t follow my bond conditions?

Pretrial Services will notify the judge of your non-compliance. The
judge can raise/revoke your bond and issue a warrant for your arrest.

Can an attorney get the judge to change my bond
conditions?

Sometimes. However, the judge is unlikely to remove any alcohol
monitoring requirements without a good reason.

I was ordered to get an 1ID. What if | don’t have a car?

The judge will likely require you to get a portable alcohol monitor
(which must be blown into 4 times a day — and is therefore harder to
use than the IID). There are situations where the judge may remove an
alcohol monitoring requirement after 3-6 months (if there have been
no violations). Your attorney will have to ask the judge to agree to the
removal before you can stop using the device. Here is a video | made
about putting the IID in my car for 2 months.
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THE PERSONAL BOND FEE
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There is a $20-540 fee for a personal bond (depending on the amount

of the bond) or 3% of the bond amount if there is an ignition interlock

device requirement. This fee can be paid online. The court wants you
to pay it within 7 days of release.
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DON’T MISS YOUR COURT DATE
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The court date is written in the middle of the bond
(23rd of December 2020 at 9 AM). The first court date is
almost always reset by the court without you having to
go. You will likely receive a text message from the court

with the new date.
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YOU WON’T NEED TO GO TO COURT (FOR AWHILE) IF YOU HAVE AN
ATTORNEY

I won’t have to go to court?

No, at least not for awhile (if you have an attorney). Your attorney will
go to court for you while the administrative part of the case is
completed by the court. This could take 3-4 months.

But | want to show the judge that | am taking the case
seriously.

Going to court when it is not necessary will not impress the judge. The
judge won’t even be aware that you went. Any good attorney will let
you know when going to court is required or benefits you.

I have more questions about the 15t court date.

Check out this FAQ.
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DON’T GET ARRESTED AGAIN WHILE THIS CASE IS PENDING

That’s ridiculous. Why would you even say that to me?

Unfortunately, I’'ve had many clients get re-arrested while their first
case is pending. | think the stress of getting arrested causes some
people to seek relief in alcohol — which directly affects the judgment
center of the brain. All | am saying is that you probably didn’t expect to
get arrested the first time either, right? Be super careful while this case
is pending.

Why? What happens if | get arrested again?

If you are arrested again while your case is pending, the judge and
prosecutor will think that you are a safety risk to the people of Austin.
The judge will add every condition to your bond that they can think of
— including an alcohol-detecting ankle monitor and an IID. Yes, both of
them! You may even have to spend 3-7 days in jail before the judge will

release you. Any probation that you ultimately receive would be
severe, expensive, and include long-term counseling and continued
alcohol monitoring.

| won’t get arrested again, | promise.

Great.
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If you get arrested again while you are out on this
personal bond, the court will likely revoke your bond
and not give you another one for the new charge.
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DON’T MISS THE 15 DAY WINDOW TO REQUEST AN ALR HEARING

What is the ALR hearing?

It is the Administrative License Revocation hearing — which is a type of court date
for your Texas driver’s license. The ALR hearing only happens if you request it
within 15 days of your arrest.

What happens if | don’t request the ALR hearing?

Your license will be suspended automatically 40 days after your arrest
(if you blew .08 or over on the breathalyzer at the police station or you
refused to blow and/or give blood).

Can | request the ALR hearing myself?

Yes, but it is safer to have an attorney do it for you. If you decide to do
it yourself, the instructions are on the Temporary Driving Permit that
you likely received when you were released from jail. There is more
you need to do after you request the hearing (which is why using an

attorney is recommended).

| have more questions.

Here is a video and FAQ about the ALR Hearing.
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REPLACE YOUR DRIVER’S LICENSE

I can get a replacement driver’s license?

The police are required to take your driver’s license if you are arrested for DWI
and refuse or fail a breath/blood test. However, if there are no other issues with
your license, you can go to DPS and get another one (until any suspension from

the DWI kicks in). Just tell DPS that you lost your license — which you did... to that
police officer. Here is a video | made about replacing your driver’s license in
Austin.

Won’t DPS know that | was charged with a DWI. Will |
get arrested for trying to get another one?

DPS won’t know or care that you were charged with DWI. They should happily

process your request for a new license (as long as it is not suspended for some

other reason). They will give you a temporary driver’s license on the spot and
mail you the hard copy in a couple of weeks. No, they will not arrest you.

That sounds a little sketchy...

It isn’t. Look at it this way — having possession of your actual driver’s license is
not proof that you are eligible to legally drive. Your eligibility is determined by
DPS and your status is recorded in the DPS database. You could drive around
with ten physical drivers’ licenses in your pocket, but if the DPS computer says
you are not eligible to drive, the police can arrest you for driving on a suspended
license.

ROADMAN & ESPIRITU
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WHY YOU SHOULD GET A NEW DRIVER’S LICENSE

But if having my license does not affect my eligibility to
drive, why should | get another one? Won’t the police or
DPS give me back my license when this is over?

No, they will never give you back the driver’s license that was taken
from you when you were arrested. At the end of any suspension, DPS
will tell you to go get another copy of your driver’s license. So you
might as well get another one right away. Drivers’ licenses are used all
the time for everyday stuff, and it can be very inconvenient not to have
a physical copy in your possession.

Does getting a new physical copy of my driver’s license
mean that it won’t be suspended?

No. Your driving privilege can be suspended even if you possess a
physical copy of your driver’s license.

Can | just order a new driver’s license online?

Sometimes. You should certainly try. If the online system won’t allow
you to do it, you will have to go to DPS in person. | recommend that
you do this within two weeks of being arrested.

ROADMAN & ESPIRITU
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TAKE THE REQUIRED COUNSELING CLASSES

But | was only arrested — | haven’t been convicted yet.

The prosecutors usually give you credit for taking the classes in
advance. It shows that you are taking the case seriously. Almost every
possible outcome requires that you take these classes, so you might as

well get some credit for taking them quickly, right?

What is the D.W.I.E. class?

The 12-hour D.W.L.E. class is required for nearly every first time DWI
arrest. The class is taught over three days for four hours a day, but
each class provider has a different schedule of when the class is
offered. The class is not allowed to be taught in a single day — three
days is the minimum required by the State.

What is the D.W.I.E. class like?

The D.W.L.E. class curriculum was designed by the State of Texas. The
class is like a group counseling session combined with 8th-grade health
class. Nobody wants to take the class, but the majority of my clients
end up saying that it wasn’t that bad and that they actually learned
something. While the curriculum could be improved (the videos and
PowerPoint presentation are outdated), | think the class is very
effective in creating an environment where people can self-reflect on
their relationship with alcohol. Here’s a short video about the class.
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GET LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION

Who should | ask to write a letter of recommendation?

One or two letters from the most accomplished people that you know
would be helpful. The person can be a current or former manager, co-
worker, teacher, or anyone that has known you for a substantial period
of time. Ideally, the letters would be written on letterhead and/or in a
business format. Sometimes it is easier to get people to write the letter
in an e-mail, and that is fine.

I don’t want to tell anyone about my arrest.

You can tell the person writing the letter for you that you are looking
for a character reference (for a job or education opportunity). The
letter does not have to mention the arrest.

What should the letter say?

The letter should talk about your good qualities — honesty, integrity,
reliability, hardships you’ve overcome, charity, etc. The more heartfelt
and sincere the letter, the better it is for our purposes. Two to four
paragraphs is a good length (though it can be longer if necessary).
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WHY SHOULD YOU GET LETTERS?

What do these letters accomplish?

A good letter can make a difference in some cases. Letters of
recommendation are almost always worth the effort it takes to get
them.

Can a family member write a letter?

As a last resort, yes. Letters from family members are generally not
given much credibility by the prosecutors. However, I’'ve had some
letters from family members over the years that were so powerful that
they were persuasive.

Who should the letters be made out to?

The letters can be addressed to “To Whom It May Concern,” or if the
letter specifically addresses the arrest, “To: Travis County Attorney.”

| have more questions.

Here is a video and FAQ about the basic guidelines for a letter of
recommendation.

ROADMAN & ESPIRITU

ATTORNEYS AT LAW



https://roadmanespiritu.com/court-info/letters-of-recommendation-faq

DWI GUIDE

CONSIDER PRIVATE COUNSELING

Do I really need to do this?

You don’t have to, but this is the perfect opportunity to explore the
possibility that you could benefit from talking to a professional
counselor. Personally, | am a huge fan of counseling — which is

primarily just talking about your life to a neutral party. | have had
many clients see a therapist for the first time after their arrest and are
very happy that they did.

How do I find a good therapist?

Get online. Read reviews. Go meet a few and see if you like them. If
you are having trouble finding someone, call us.

Other than this lousy legal situation I’'m in, I’'m a pretty
stable and grounded person. | don’t think | need to see a
counselor.

That’s fine. I’'m just saying that talking to a counselor is like getting a
massage. Is there ever a time where a massage wouldn’t be nice? One
of life’s great pleasures is talking about yourself to another person.

ROADMAN & ESPIRITU
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DWI GUIDE

CONSIDER NOT DRINKING FOR AWHILE

Do | have to?

If it is a condition of your bond, then yes. However, even if it is not a
legal requirement, my recommendation is that you avoid alcohol for
the entire time your case is pending.

That seems extreme.

Possibly. It may, however, be the smartest thing you can do at this
time. What’s the harm? You can still enjoy life. Try non-alcoholic beer,
mocktails, and non-alcoholic wine. Yes, all those exist.

ROADMAN & ESPIRITU
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http://www.roadmanespiritu.com/
https://youtu.be/H1YEXnaFqcM

DWI GUIDE

CHOOSE A NEW LIFE GOAL

What are you talking about?

Is there something that you’ve always wanted to do? Go back to
school? Get trained in something? Write a book? Start a blog? Get a
better job? Now is the time to focus on that goal. Use this lousy
experience to motivate yourself towards something positive. Even
something indulgent can be valuable — like traveling somewhere
you’ve always wanted to go.

I was actually considering delaying my life plans. Is that
ok?

No! Now is not the time to stop your plans, it is the time to accelerate
them. Think about it this way: getting arrested was lousy, don’t make it
worse by delaying your goals!!!

| have more questions about how this would help.

Watch this video about our philosophy on handling criminal cases (and
what you should do while your case is pending).

ROADMAN & ESPIRITU
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http://www.roadmanespiritu.com/
https://youtu.be/qcM2t0lTaBc

DWI GUIDE

OTHER RESOURCES

| wrote a book — The Defendant’s Guide to Defense: How to Help Your
Lawyer Get the Best Result (misdemeanor edition). It is available on
Amazon. | summarized everything I've learned from 20 years of criminal
defense (and what you should do while the case is pending).

What about podcasts?

Here is a 4-part interview about Austin DW!Is.

We do! Here it is. It sounds ridiculous,
but it is super informative.

Do you have a video about all the different ways a DWI can
be dismissed?

Yes. There are 9 types of dismissals. Here it is.

Will you email me a copy of the PC for free?

Yes, call, text, or email us. Here is a FAQ and video about the PC
affidavit.

ROADMAN & ESPIRITU


http://www.roadmanespiritu.com/
https://www.amazon.com/Defendants-Guide-Defense-Lawyer-Result/dp/0578545322
https://www.stitcher.com/show/austin-dwi-charges/episode/austin-dwi-charges-episode-1-54728769
https://roadmanespiritu.com/ebook
https://roadmanespiritu.com/dwi/9-types-of-dwi-dismissals-faq
https://roadmanespiritu.com/contact
https://roadmanespiritu.com/court-info/pc-affidavit-faq
https://www.amazon.com/Defendants-Guide-Defense-Lawyer-Result/dp/0578545322
https://www.stitcher.com/show/austin-dwi-charges/episode/austin-dwi-charges-episode-1-54728769
https://roadmanespiritu.com/ebook

We hope that helped!
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Call us if you have questions!
There is a lot more info on our
website.

- Your Team at Roadman & Espiritu


https://roadmanespiritu.com/

Do You Need an Attorney?

We are happy to help

We have 35+ years combined experience fighting

DWI cases in Travis County. We have litigated or

negotiated 830+ dismissals in Austin since 2013.
Let us help you.

Call 512-472-1113



http://www.roadmanespiritu.com/

