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HEALTH HIGHLIGHTS

March 22is...
World Water Day

Water is one of the planet’s most precious resources. That’s
why it’s important to stay aware of the issues surrounding
it. World Water Day is observed each year on March 22
to promote the responsible use of water and access to safe
water for everyone.

Access to Water

Global access to safe water, adequate sanitation, and
proper hygiene resources reduce illness and death from
disease and lead to improved health, poverty reduction,
and socio-economic development. Globally, 2 billion
people do not have safely managed drinking water ser-
vices, 3.6 billion do not have safely managed sanitation
service, and 2.3 billion do not have access to a handwash-
ing facility with water and soap at home.

Diarrheal Diseases

Many diarrheal diseases, such as typhoid fever and
cholera, spread through unsafe water and sanitation.
Although rare in the United States, outbreaks of typhoid
and cholera continue to occur in low-resource countries.
Together, these diseases sicken millions and kill an esti-

mated 257,400 people each year.

Safeguarding water sources and developing and maintain-
ing water and sanitation systems to keep feces out of wa-
ter, food, and the environment are critical to preventing
diarrheal diseases. In areas without a consistent source of
safe water, people often resort to using sources that are
more likely to contain germs that cause diarrhea.

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)
works to prevent, detect, and respond to infectious
disease outbreaks in the United States and around the
world and provides technical support in cases of emer-
gencies. In addition, the CDC has partnered with the
World Health Organization to launch Ending Cholera:
The Global Roadmap to 2030, a collaborative approach

to cholera prevention and control.

Courtesy of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention




