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Tire Registration Fines Increase by Inflation Adjustment for
the New Year
On January 11th, the Department of Transportation issued in the Federal Register a notice
of “Revisions to Civil Penalty Amounts.”
This notice increases penalty amounts for each violation of the Safety Act, which tire
registration falls under.
Maximum penalty amount for each violation of the Safety Act:
Existing penalty: $22,329
New penalty: $22,723
Maximum penalty amount for a related series of violations of the Safety Act:
Existing penalty: $111,642,265
New penalty: $113,611,635
TIA remains concerned with dealers facing unnecessary fines in the tire registration
system.
TIA has proposed that the new NHTSA regulation stipulate that there shall be no
monetary fines for the first two violations; that monetary penalties could only be assessed
after the dealer or distributor has been issued two written warnings; and that a third
violation could not exceed $500 and that any subsequent penalty could not exceed
$1,000; and that no more than one penalty could be assessed on a single day.

Paycheck Protection Program Resumed for Both First and
Second Draw Loans
The Small Business Administration (SBA), in consultation with the U.S. Treasury
Department, reopened the Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) for First Draw PPP Loans
the week of January 11, 2021. SBA will begin accepting applications for Second Draw PPP

Loans on January 13, 2021.
To promote access for smaller lenders and their customers, SBA will initially only accept
Second Draw PPP Loan applications from participating community financial institutions
(CFIs), which include Community Development Financial Institutions (CDFIs), Minority
Depository Institutions (MDIs), Certified Development Companies (CDCs), and Microloan
Intermediaries. Paycheck Protection Program lending will reopen to all participating
lenders shortly thereafter. At least $25 billion is being set aside for Second Draw PPP
Loans to eligible borrowers with a maximum of 10 employees or for loans of $250,000 or
less to eligible borrowers in low or moderate income neighborhoods.
To learn more about this program and other Coronavirus relief options available through
the SBA, click here.

Eligible Paycheck Protection Program Expenses Now
Deductible
The Treasury Department and the Internal Revenue Service issued guidance today
allowing deductions for the payments of eligible expenses when such payments would
result (or be expected to result) in the forgiveness of a loan (covered loan) under the
Paycheck Protection Program (PPP).
Today’s guidance, Revenue Ruling 2021-02, reflects changes to law contained in the
COVID-related Tax Relief Act of 2020, enacted as part of the Consolidated Appropriations
Act, 2021 (Act), Public Law 116-260, which was signed into law on Dec. 27, 2020.
The COVID-related Tax Relief Act of 2020 amended the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and
Economic Security Act (CARES Act) to say that no deduction is denied, no tax attribute is
reduced, and no basis increase is denied by reason of the exclusion from gross income of
the forgiveness of an eligible recipient’s covered loan.
This change applies for taxable years ending after March 27, 2020.
Revenue Ruling 2021-02 obsoletes Notice 2020-32 and Revenue Ruling 2020-27. This
obsoleted guidance disallowed deductions for the payment of eligible expenses when the
payments resulted (or could be expected to result) in forgiveness of a covered loan.
For more information about this, the COVID-related Tax Relief Act of 2020, and other tax
changes, visit IRS.gov.

