B

ENTRE NOUS

Let (the Right Kind of) Freedom Ring

BY CLAUDE DUCLOUX

y s we lament the
/N gridlock and fail-
/ "\, ures of our elected

/ L
ks .

representatives to show cooper-
ation and statesmanship, there
appears to be an interesting po-
litical reality where the citizens
and their elected representatives
are cooperating more than ever.
Whether it be by insistence,
exigency, frustration, or distress,
CITIES are becoming the chief
analysts and brokers of their
own solutions.

Study after study, including
analysts from the World Bank,
Smithsonian, and business
consortia are 1ssuing reports
stating cities are now better at
handling environmental issues,
creating health care opportu-
nities, and modeling transpor-
tation and other infrastructure.
The message is, “Hey, big
government, get out of our way.
We got this.”

Well. Obviously, this must
stop.

How can people possibly
make correct decisions, unfet-
tered by big-money lobbyists,
unlimited corporate campaign
contributions from anonymous
sources, and the blessings of
tax breaks? This independence
stuff is clearly a “job killer” (did
1 say that right?) How can we
move forward without the tone-
deaf assistance of legislative
masters, determined to “free” us
with intentionally and decep-
tively renamed bills, to bluff the
public into believing they will
accomplish a different goal?

An example is the “We're-
Gonna-Fix-This-Terrible-
Scourge-Called-Obamacare™
bill, a departure from its original
title, “The Americans for Do-
it-Yourself Surgery,” which
was combined with the Senate
version, “The Walk-It-Off, You
Weenie, Health Care Act.”
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Not to be outdone, the “Lege”
seemed fixated on brandishing
our rights to cast off the “abuses
and usurpations” of government,
allowing us to smell freedom
wherever we swing our gun
belts. Our disdain, as Texans,
for being burdened by some
governmental regulations led
Governor Abbott famously
to proclaim, in a speech to
“Freedom Works Texas™ that his
typical workday was to, “...go to
the office, I sue the federal gov-
ernment, and I go home.” Yeah!
Dang right! No government
should be telling us Texans what
to do! But wait. I feel a disso-
nance in “the Force.”

It seems these same Cham-
pions of Freedom have very
different opinions when the
path to self-govemance chosen
by some of us locals clash with
their ideological vision of a free
Texas. These same protectors of
freedom are pretty insistent that
their freedoms should supersede
our freedoms.

I know that I need some ex-
pert who is able to explain this
in a way even I can understand,
so I turned to Hans Rechterflu-
gel, policy director for Ameri-
can Liberty Tea Forum (ALTF),
to assist me in unwinding the
“Freedom” aspects of numer-
ous statutes which are lined
up to affect all of us. Here’s a -

transeript of our recent webcast

interview:
€ s Welcome Mr. Rechterflu-
gel. 'm looking forward to your
assistance today on a myriad of
issues.

ri:: Happy to be of service.
Can’t stop the loving that free-
dom!

: Great, so let’s jump right
in. I understand the goals
of ALTF are “self-direction,
self-governance, and personal
choice.” Did I read that cor-
rectly?

Do NOTr ing wuthouf perm|
- Thanks - ...
e —YourTexas Legnslafure,

tane: Yes. This is a deeply
held American principle. It’s
why we sue anyone who tries to
interfere with our right to local
control. .

L' Okay. So starting with local
control, the people of the city of
Denton decided to ban frack-
ing in the city due to the many
dangers of water table pollution,
and instability of the substrata.
But the Legislature nullified that
exercise of freedom. Why?

"z That was the wrong kind
of freedom. That would clearly
interfere with the freedom rights
of oil and gas companies. Inter-
ference is not freedom.

_L:: But, why can’t locals
decide to implement codes and
regulations which suit the needs
of their own communities?

. : It’s just too confusing. I
mean, if | use a plastic trash bag
in Lufkin, do I need a permit
to carry it to Austin? You can’t
ban them in some cities and not
others.

: Really? Why?

Har: Because it’s confusing.
Confusion is not freedom.

(CL: But numerous studies are
finding that cities around the
world have become the chief
problem-solvers for addressing
their citizenry and environment.
Aren’t those incredibly import-
ant goals?

211 Not if they conflict with
statewide ideological objectives.
L'z Are you saying that there’s
‘a difference between“statewide
freedom” and “local freedom?”
Fare: Sure. Statewide freedom
is superior. It pre-empts local
wishes. It smells better, too.

_ [t Well, federal law pre-empts
state law, yet your group con-
stantly sues the federal govern-
ment complaining of it imposing
its will on Texas, yet the state of
Texas is imposing its will over lo-
cals cities, counties, and citizens
on a plethora of issues.

: It’s because we're better
at securing freedom, and every-
one needs to do things OUR way.

\: Wait: This legislature has



proposed or passed legislation
saving cities can’t try to save
their trees, can’t impose ecology
guidelines, or other measures
which are overwhelmingly ap-
proved by those cities’ residents.
Not only that, they overruled
a crowded city’s right to ban
texting while driving,

“: Unnecessary.

_1": Even if more than 400 Tex-
ans per year are killed in texting
accidents?

And, what about seeking se-
curity for rideshare passengers ,
by suggesting better background

: Like restroom use.

: No, that’s safetv again.

: Okay, you're talking in
cireles now. The sponsor of the
bathroom bill could not relate a
single incident, not one, where
a transgendered individual pre-
sented a danger in a restroom.

+: Well, we're going to keep
it that way.

..L: Can vou tell me that all
these new freedoms actually
benefit the people of the State
of Texas?

72t Absolutely, we have freed
Texans from the burdens of
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