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Memorable Verbal Communication 
My Favorite Assignment
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Who is wearing the 
MOST colorful shirt 
today?
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using boring languageDescribe 
the color…
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What you say needs to be…

Memorable

(Mar, 2011)
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Memorable Verbal Communication

•tangible, concrete words 
– man, moon, earth

• Trigger strong images in the brain

Moonshot speech by JFK

https://www.jfklibrary.org/Asset-Viewer/xzw1gaeeTES6khED14P1Iw.aspx
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The brain remembers things that are…

Unusual
Shocking
Surprising 

(Hasson, 2016; Nguyen  et al., 2019))
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Use vivid language

•Unusual, shocking, or surprising
•Hits on senses
•Evokes emotion
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Pair & Share
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Describe the color…

•using tangible, 
concrete words to 
trigger strong images 
in the brain that are 
unusual, shocking, or 
surprising
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With a partner, describe the color…

Use vivid language

• Unusual, shocking, 
surprising

• Hits the 5 senses
• Evokes emotion

G-rated please!

Share

• Turn to a partner
• Memorably describe the  

color
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Close your eyes…
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Takeaway

•Words matter, so use vivid language, that hits the senses 
and evokes emotion
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How can you apply memorable 
verbal communication to your 
presentation?  
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Thank You!
Connect @

Jordank1@ohio.edu

mailto:Jordank1@ohio.edu

