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MONKEY BUSINESS

PUPPETS, DRUNKEN TEDDY BEARS AND
H VIDEOS

FUTURE OF MUSIC
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The Willowz are mid-seng, and Toben Seymour, a 26-year-old music
video director clad in lumberjack plaid, is kneeling, with ene arm aloft,
in the center of the crowded dance floor at Cines pace in Hollywood. He's
surrounded by a mass of bouneing girls in ski nny jeans, and slipped over
his raised arm is a dog-eared puppet named Mr. Monkey. The puppet
grins and waves and does a jig with Ace Nerton, a twenty-four-year-old
music video director who is also, incidentally, wearing lumberjack plaid,
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Marten, a self-described “nervous wreck,” grew up in Venice, where he
still lives, renting the bottam fleer of his parent's Frank Gehry-designed
beachside home, He wears an oversized ruby class ring he bought at a
garage sale for ten dollars, and his living room s adorned with various
strange accoutrements, including a stuffed monkey—unsurprising, gven
the mischievous eccentricity of his videos (think giant clocks and drunken
teddly bears.) There's also a poetic sensibility at work in the stirring
images of affection and loss In his “La Ritournelle” videa for Sebastien
Telller, or the animated broken heart in Death Cabr's “Someday You Wi I
Be Loved.”

Where Norton Is spry, Seymaour is more reserved, albeit just as guir ky. He's
prone to wearing suspenders, and lives in an apartment full of handmade
puppets a few blocks from Norton. Raised in Cedarburg, Wisconsin, the
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“They must have thought | was crazy,” he says—except they d
and the resulting video,” dlines,” a stylized feat of puppetry, was an

official selection at South by Southwest in 2006, In December, his “Cons
and Tricks" video for The Willowz (also a SXSW pick that same year) was
s year by MTV2 Subterranean. Loyal to his
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With early success has come wider exposure. Seymour s in early talks

with the lim Henson Co. about a potential collaboration, and Norton just

completed a vi for Mandy Moore, as well commercials for Toyota and
Coca-Cola. 5till, both say they love the freedom of low budget work, and
both hope to venture into feature film territory. They often assist one
her on shoots; Seymour starred alongside Mark the Cobrasnake in
"Chinatewn” video for Tahiti Eo.
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O this night, however, they're at Cinespace to film an episode of The
Mr. Monkey Show, a viral video series produced by Seymour, and hosted

by his childhood puppet. Their friends, sound designer T.K, Broderick and

cinematographer Ross Riege (both also sporting lumberjack plaid) are
along to document.

Seymour emerges from the crowd with Mr. Monkey on his arm, and slides
into a booth beside underage nightlife queen Cory Kennedy. Riege turns
on the camera, Broderick dangles a microphone, and Mr. Monkey tickles
delight. Later, Mr. Monkey shares an embrace

Kennedy as she squeals wit
with Willlowz guitarist, Aric Bohn, ["We love Teben and Ace,” Bohn says.
“When we work with them we know we'll get a great video even if our
song Is bad.”)

Norton appears. “You're the funniest person in the world,” he says to
Bohn, grasping his shoulder,

“No," Bohn replies."You're the funniest person in the world™

The show is over and the house lights are on. With the camera rolling,
Seymour kneels and lifts Mr. Monkey into the frame, "Well,” he says in
the puppet's high, playful voice, “thanks for joining us tonight on this
episode of The Mr. Monkey Show.™ He stands, dusting off his knees and
wiping the sweat from his brow.“This is what we do every night,” he
says with a smile. vwawss i
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