
Diagnostic Tests

Prenatal diagnost ic tes ts can giv e you a ye s or 
no answer abou t birth defects before the 
developin g bab y  is born. Bu t they have some  
risks. Yo u have other testin g option s as  well. 

The Only Way To Be Sure  
    

    
    

   
 

    

Diagnostic tests are the only way to know for 
sure whether the baby is affected with certain 
conditions. The two main diagnostic tests, CVS 
and amniocentesis, can find chromosome 
abnormalities like Down Syndrome. 
Amniocentesis can also find conditions like       
Spina Bifida. 

Small Risks
Any  diagnostic  test for birth  defects comes with  
some  risk  to  the baby  or the pregnant  mother. 
However, the risks  are small – less  than one  in  
500  tests  result in pregnancy  loss. 

Timing of Diagnosis
    

  
   

 
   

For women who get a California screening 
test that says “screen positive,” the Program will 
cover a diagnostic test. CVS is offered around 
11 to 15 weeks of pregnancy. Amniocentesis 
is offered from 15 to 24 weeks.  

   
     

     
   

    
  

      

Diagnostic tests are good options for women 
who want to know for sure about birth defects. 
Some women choose diagnostic tests instead of 
screening tests. Diagnostic tests are also good 
options for women who have a screening test 
that says “screen positive.” A genetic counselor 
can help you see if a diagnostic test is right for 
you. 

http://www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/birthdefects/facts.html
https://www.cdc.gov/genomics/gtesting/genetic_counseling.htm
http://www.marchofdimes.org/pregnancy/chorionic-villus-sampling.aspx
http://www.marchofdimes.org/pregnancy/amniocentesis.aspx
https://www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/birthdefects/downsyndrome.html
https://www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/spinabifida/index.html
http://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CFH/DGDS/Pages/pns/default.aspx
http://www.cdph.ca.gov/
http://www.cdph.ca.gov/
https://cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CFH/DGDS/CDPH%20Document%20Library/PNS%20Documents/Screening%20vs%20Diag%20Ed%20Mat/PositiveScreen.pdf

	Slide Number 1




Accessibility Report





		Filename: 

		Dx tests.pdf









		Report created by: 

		



		Organization: 

		







[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]



Summary



The checker found no problems in this document.





		Needs manual check: 1



		Passed manually: 1



		Failed manually: 0



		Skipped: 1



		Passed: 29



		Failed: 0







Detailed Report





		Document





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set



		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF



		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF



		Logical Reading Order		Needs manual check		Document structure provides a logical reading order



		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified



		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar



		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents



		Color contrast		Passed manually		Document has appropriate color contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged



		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged



		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order



		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided



		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged



		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker



		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts



		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses



		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive



		Forms





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged



		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description



		Alternate Text





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text



		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read



		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content



		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation



		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text



		Tables





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot



		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR



		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers



		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column



		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary



		Lists





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L



		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI



		Headings





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting










Back to Top



