
AFFORDABLE PLAY SETTINGS
RESOURCE LIBRARY

Access this resource created by the Early
Childhood Health Outdoors team in either
video or written form to learn more about
achievable, budget-friendly nature play
additions that you can add to your outdoor
space.

Nature Play at Home:
A Guide for Boosting
Your Children's
Healthy Development
and Creativity
Developed by the National Wildlife Federation
and the Natural Learning Initiative, this guide
demonstrates easy, affordable ways you can turn
your backyard or other types of domestic
outdoor spaces into vibrant nature play spaces
for children so that they can reap the physical
and mental benefits of playing outside. 

Creative Play Settings for
Outdoor Learning on a Budget 

THE BIG PICTURE 

All the resources you need to make affordable and impactful
changes to your outdoor learning environment!

HOW-TO GUIDES

Check out these ECHO How-To Guides for all the information you need to get started
on building select components for your outdoor learning environment.

Click or scan the QR codes to access!

https://www.nwf.org/-/media/NEW-WEBSITE/Programs/ECHO/NWF-ECHO_NaturePlayAtHome.ashx?la=en&hash=9B34A3E4D38343C1DC2141335879FAB32774BCAD
https://youtu.be/_PkM1paQopk
https://www.nwf.org/-/media/NEW-WEBSITE/Programs/ECHO/How-To-Guides/ECHO_HowTo_TirePlanters.ashx?la=en&hash=E7029BCF6EA09524D885604C9FEC9799D4C2C43B
https://www.nwf.org/-/media/NEW-WEBSITE/Programs/ECHO/How-To-Guides/ECHO_HowTo_SpoolTables.ashx?la=en&hash=4C360A8837A9BE8E4E74A48718E3AC11B19F6B15
https://www.nwf.org/-/media/NEW-WEBSITE/Programs/ECHO/How-To-Guides/ECHO_HowTo_NaturalConstruction.ashx?la=en&hash=77D5B0C91B4496622ACF40E30CE38C773D857C46
https://www.nwf.org/-/media/NEW-WEBSITE/Programs/ECHO/How-To-Guides/ECHO_HowTo_HiddenNooks.ashx?la=en&hash=CA4B5F9113BE49EBF099BD37A58AC917A98297AE
https://www.nwf.org/-/media/NEW-WEBSITE/Programs/ECHO/TexasHarris-County-Resources/Creative-Play-Settings-on-a-Budget---FINAL.ashx?la=en&hash=2AEB356CCA078CA3AE81BC7E74574B65E1517A88
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Additional Resources
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1. Learn more about how nature
play can benefit children's
development

2. Discover ways to embrace
nature in your indoor spaces

3. Outside too hot to handle?
Get  tips and tricks on how to
beat the heat - outdoor learning
style

4. A guide to bringing wildlife
into your learning spaces

https://www.nwf.org/-/media/NEW-WEBSITE/Programs/ECHO/How-To-Guides/ECHO_HowTo_HabitatGardens.ashx?la=en&hash=D48AC893D29A5DF74F3277F8C252785171B79D44
https://www.nwf.org/-/media/NEW-WEBSITE/Programs/ECHO/How-To-Guides/ECHO_HowTo_RaisedPlanters.ashx?la=en&hash=DDAD07907396E0102C487252DAB8608C76F31C09
https://www.nwf.org/-/media/NEW-WEBSITE/Programs/ECHO/How-To-Guides/ECHO_HowTo_Decks.ashx?la=en&hash=047AAA5F591D5F3F5EF713269145BC04A60D0089
https://www.nwf.org/-/media/NEW-WEBSITE/Programs/ECHO/How-To-Guides/ECHO_HowTo_EarthSandPlay.ashx?la=en&hash=98879E9C889345A8901F5520D55A6EFF219E1001
https://www.nwf.org/-/media/NEW-WEBSITE/Programs/ECHO/How-To-Guides/ECHO_HowTo_MudKitchens.ashx?la=en&hash=FFC950A6F214581A620E8D427326F5E3754A466F
https://www.nwf.org/-/media/NEW-WEBSITE/Programs/ECHO/TexasHarris-County-Resources/Outdoor-Learning-in-Hot-Weather---FINAL.ashx?la=en&hash=5C46BA43DA8C9E1B6615521C96F75FDED97EEE35
https://www.nwf.org/-/media/NEW-WEBSITE/Programs/ECHO/TexasHarris-County-Resources/Creating-wildlife-friendly-spaces-in-early-childhood-education-settings---FINAL.ashx?la=en&hash=B761CE0A2155FF1D135AB614F76E044B59253ECB
https://www.nwf.org/-/media/NEW-WEBSITE/Programs/ECHO/TexasHarris-County-Resources/Benefits-of-Nature-Play---FINAL.ashx?la=en&hash=A67D79869A64CDC2191BF30C0F5174AC2DB9E023
https://www.nwf.org/-/media/NEW-WEBSITE/Programs/ECHO/TexasHarris-County-Resources/Bring-Nature-Into-Your-Space---FINAL.ashx?la=en&hash=19BB675B5D9187552D2274396547AD0E1BCB9E9C

