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August 16, 2016

Rick Broun
General Manager
Hays Trinity Groundwater Conservation District
PO Box 1648
Dripping Springs, TX 78620
e-mail: manager2@haysgroundwater.com
Re:

Contested Case Hearing Request for an operating permit amendment for a nonexempt public water supply well submitted by Dripping Springs Water Supply
Corporation (“DSWSC”).

Mr. Broun:
The Trinity Edwards Springs Protection Association (“TESPA”) is a non-profit organization
dedicated to protecting groundwater resources in the Trinity and Edwards aquifers. TESPA’s
mission is to is to protect the Trinity and Edwards aquifers, the springs that flow from this
interconnected system, and the property rights of landowners who depend on this precious natural
resource. See Exhibit A, attached. TESPA has over one hundred members and supporters. Many
of TESPA’s members and supporters reside and own wells within the jurisdiction of the Hays
Trinity Groundwater Conservation District (“District”). These landowners stand to be adversely
affected by DSWSC’s request to increase its operating permit and have legal rights and privileges
within the District’s regulatory authority. Specifically, an individual member of TESPA owns a
well within the District’s boundaries located on property less than a quarter mile from DSWSC’s
four wells. See Exhibit B, attached. The well is on the Tingari Ranch, owned by Umari Partners
LP, a member and supporter of TESPA. The approximate location of the well is 30° 9’9.84”N, 98°
5’4.01”W. We estimate that the Tingari Ranch well is 820 feet northeast of two of the DSWSC
wells, and 930 feet southeast of the other two DSWSC wells. Onion Creek flows through the
Ranch, and under Texas law, the Ranch has riparian rights to the surface water in the Creek.
The purpose of this letter is to respectfully request a contested case hearing related to DSWSC’s
application to increase its production permit.
District Rule 3.1.3 states, “[t]he decision whether to grant or deny a permit required under these
Rules, shall be based on the considerations required by Texas Water Code Section 36.113(d).
Section 36.113(d)(2) and (d)(4) state, “[b]efore granting or denying a permit, or a permit
amendment issued in accordance with Section 36.1146, the district shall consider whether the
proposed use of water unreasonably affects existing groundwater and surface water resources or
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existing permit holders” and whether “the proposed use of water is consistent with the district's
approved management plan.”
TESPA contends that DSWSC’s application does not comply with the District’s rules or Chapter
36 of the Water Code for the following reasons (this list is non exhaustive):
1)   The applicant has not conducted a Rule 11 aquifer test as required by District rules and
has not addressed in its application whether the proposed increased in production will
unreasonably impact existing permit holders.
2)   The application does not address whether the requested increase will unreasonably
impact groundwater resources, including the District’s ability to achieve the DFC for
the Trinity Aquifer within its jurisdiction.
3)   The application does not address whether the proposed increase in production is
consistent with the District’s management plan.
4)   Recent flow studies in Onion Creek indicate that in the portion of Onion Creek where
DSWSC’s wells are located, the stream loses flow to the aquifer. Thus, it is likely that
DSWSC’s wells, which are extremely productive, are actually pumping surface water
from Onion Creek. The application has not taken into account whether the proposed
increase in production will unreasonably impact surface water flows in Onion Creek or
nearby springs and impair riparian surface water rights. See Exhibit C, attached.
The District’s mission statement states, “[g]iven the critical importance of water to life and of that
part of the water cycle called groundwater to local families, agriculture, commerce, stream flows
and wildlife habitat, the Hays Trinity Groundwater Conservation District works to conserve,
preserve, recharge and prevent waste of groundwater within western Hays County. To help
accomplish these goals, the District is charged to gather information needed for sound decisions,
to provide that information to citizens and local agencies, and to ensure that groundwater is used
efficiently and at sustainable rates.”
TESPA believes that there are critical issues with DSWSC’s permit amendment request that not
only conflict with the District’s mission, but that conflict with the District’s rules and requirements
in Chapter 36 of the Water Code. These issues should be explored through a contested case hearing.
The District has a responsibility to protect and conserve the Trinity Aquifer, the springs that flow
forth from it, and the domestic well owners who depend on it. As the District’s management plan
states, “’[t]he District recognizes that the residents of the Hill Country take great pride in the rural
character of the land and insist on the protection of the environment and related ecosystems.”
TESPA is committed to ensuring that this responsibility is not overlooked in the face of pressure
to develop groundwater from the Trinity Aquifer.

Respectfully submitted,
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Vanessa Puig-Williams
Executive Director and General Counsel, TESPA
vanessa@puigwilliamslaw.com
www.tespatexas.org
cc: Philip Haag, Attorney for DSWSC
Greg Ellis, Attorney for HTGCD
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Exhibit A
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Exhibit B
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Exhibit C
(Onion Creek Study)
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