NEWSLETTER

With summer and Heart of the
West behind us, it is a season of
change at Carousel Ranch.
After the past 2+ years of so
much unknown... we now look
forward with great hope for the
future. With the cooler weather
upon us, several new staff
members and even some
upcoming leadership changes -
it is a time to celebrate the
chapter ahead. We remain
grateful for the Carousel Ranch
community. Thank you for
always keeping our students in

your hearts.
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There are honestly no Words to express how we feel about
the success of this year’s Heart of The West. We have been

astounded by the outpouring of love and support. We have
much to celebrate - including

each of you who came together
to make it a great success for the
children and adults that we
serve. Heart of the West could &

not have been possible without

our amazing sponsors, life long v"
friends, community, staff and =&
students. The Carousel Ranch ‘

community is strong and we are =
so grateful. Thank you for being =

part of our story.
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Whether a monetary donation, an in-kind gift,
or the donation of your time, each and every
act of kindness, means so very much. Each
dollar comes together in ways we cannot even
begin to explain. Thank you for embracing
Carousel Ranch and the work we do. With your
help, the next chapter in our story looks bright,
ensuring the next 25 years of changing lives -

together.

Gianna, Jonah, Piper

& Caiden were truly
STARS!

We hope you will join

us again next year!

Save the Tate
27th Annual Heart of the West
Saturday, August 26th, 2023

Jhank You

TO EVERYONE WHO HELPED TO
MAKE OUR EVENT A SUCCESS!
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RESOURCES WASCHAK FAMILY
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' MISSION VALLEY BANK Cheryl Greslie, Richard McKenzie &

GLOBAL SANITATION SERVICES

MARSHALL SPONSORS
Achieve Behavioral Associates | Renee Berlin & Allen Hohnroth | City of Santa Clarita
Express Employment Professionals | Gothic Landscape
Mark Johnson - Pinnacle Estate Properties | john Murray Plumbing
Knight Building Systems | Motor Cars Los Angeles | Blake & Caroline Welcher

SHERIFF SPONSORS
ACES AB, Inc. | AQMS | Behavior Momentum | Carter Ranch | Kaiser Permanente
KKA| Certfied Public Accountants | Progressive Steps, Inc. | Brandon Ratner
Rebecca Marie Lopez & Family | The Loughnane Family | RJB Renovations

TRAIL BOSS SPONSORS

Raymond Dodes | Antony & Amber Field | Funburger | Ron & Lisa Riegler

BUCKAROQO SPONSORS wiike Garcia for Congress | Brett & Jill Giroir

The Gittisarn Farnily | Employee Training Institute at College of the Canyons

BAR SPONSORS vincent Hill & Watt Enterprises
VIDEQO SPONSOR Eric allen Productions
ENTERTAINMENT SPONSOR Modem liluminations Productions
VIRTUAL PRODUCTION SPONSOR The Watters Group
OUR CATERERS salt Creek Grille Catering | Wolf Creek Restaurant & Brewing Co.
VIP WINE SPONSORS Inside ScV Magazine & Salt Creek Grille
IN-KIND DONO RS A Rental Connection | Andy Gump | Calgrove Rentals

Celebrate Flowers & Invitations | Conservation Station, Inc. | Happy Trails Bar Co. | Photo ATM
Saunders Electric | See Forty One Film Photographer | Starbucks | Nothing Bundt Cakes
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EQUESTRIAN THERAPY

% '5 ~ ; ¢ “Life doesn’t get

In thinking about the last 2 'z years, this
quote says it perfectly. Life has certainly
not gotten easier - yet from challenge and
difficulty we have learned so much,
become stronger and certainly more
resilient. Today, as we look forward - we
must also reflect on where we have been -
and the hardships we are still dealing with
as we emerge from these times.

The reality is that due to circumstances
beyond our control (like so many other
businesses) we have lost a number of
staff/instructors many of whom has been
with us for a very long time. This has left
us limited in our capacity to serve as many
students as we’d like - but we are also
very proud of the work being done.

Over the last 6 months we are very
pleased to have taken 16 new students off
of our waiting list into the program, even
having lost three senior instructors this
past year. We are working diligently to hire
new staff and get them properly trained in
order to build our team back up and allow
for the future growth of the program.

During this new chapter with so many new

easier or more
forgiving, we
get stronger
and more

resilient.”
- Dr. Steve Maraboli

instructor
certification protocols which will allow us to create a clear
path for those who are working to become an instructor. In
addition we have added a facilities coordinator, a groom
position and are working to add new support staff positions -
which in turn will allow the instructors that we have to focus
the majority of their time on teaching.

staff, we are developing new training and

This is an example of the resiliency that we have now
embraced. Change is hard, but as we enter this new chapter
we know that we will indeed come out stronger than ever.

“Riley is growing up and through the process she has been
supported by Carousel Ranch. She no longer needs steps to climb
up on her horse, she no longer needs three people with her while
she rides. She now independently lifts herself on her horse and
has Stefanie walk alongside her while she guides the horse. These
milestones may be small to most, but they are huge to us.

Riley now has the strength to
lift herself onto the horse, her
therapy at Carousel Ranch has
been what has gotten her to this
point. Just because Riley now
has physical strength it does not
mean therapy ends there, the
team continues to work on
building her confidence. When
she rides a horse, she is just like
~ all of the other kids. Carousel
r N ‘ Ranch is her place to shine!”

- Rianne Pringle, Riley's Mom
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STUDENT SPOTLIGHT

READY TO WORK!

The RTW is short staffed and hiring as we speak.
Together three current instructors make up the
small but mighty RTW team which has served 43
students so far this year within all levels of the
program (Level 1, Level 2, RTW Academy at COC
and our RTW Cooking Club). 16 RTW students are
currently working and many others are
volunteering, working toward their driver’s license
and personal goals.

We are in the process of amending our Regional
Center contract to include their Paid Internship
Program (PIP) where students will be able to be
placed into paid internships with no financial
investment from the employer (wages paid
through the Regional Center). We look forward to
this being finalized, which we anticipate will open
the door to more employment opportunities for
our students.

Finally...we are proud to have entered a new
partnership  with  Chevron through their
Neurodiverse Hiring Program, enabling us to place
RTW students into jobs as Station Support
Representatives. We are excited to share Jared’s
success story as he began working at the Valencia
Chevron station.

Jared foss

We have worked with Jared, in Level 2, for a little over
3 years and have seen so much growth during that
time. Jared completed our Ready to Work! Academy
Customer Service class in November 2019. After that
Jared went on to work at Six Flags. Additionally, we
have worked with Jared on getting his driver’s license
and refining his skills. We have enjoyed watching Jared
grow in his professionalism and understanding of
expectations. It is clear Jared wants to impress people
around him and provide a helping hand.

We are so proud of Jared for his newest
accomplishment! Earlier this month, he began working
at Chevron as a Station Service Representative. Jared
worked together with his Level 2 coach on the
application and interview process, while exhibiting the
skills he learned over the years. He was hesitant at first
to get started but knew with a little pushing he could

do it. After just a few weeks, Jared finishes his days
feeling accomplished and proud of his hard work.
Some of his duties involve keeping the station clean
and maintaining a friendly environment for customers.
He is excited to continue working at Chevron and
getting more comfortable with his tasks. We are eager
to continue watching him grow in this role!

If you know of any one you think would be a good fit for
the RTW program, please feel free to contact us!
cgelfo@carouselranch.org

661-268-8010
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DENISE REDMOND TO STEP DOWN
AS EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Denise Redmond, Executive Director of Carousel Ranch has announced that
she will step down from the position as of January 1, 2023. Though not
retiring, Denise will continue her work with the Ranch, with a focus on
fundraising, grants, donor relations and program development. Taylor
Adachi, current Associate Executive Director, will step into the position,
providing a seamless transition which has been in the works for the past three
years. She will become Executive Director as she begins her 10th year with the
organization.

“It has been my honor to serve in this role for nearly 26 years and today, |
couldn’t be happier to see Taylor lead us into the next chapter. The role that |
will continue to play is truly a combination of my strengths and the things that
bring me joy. | look forward to contributing to the success of Carousel Ranch
in this way for many years to come,” said Denise.

Denise Redmond (left) and
Becky Graham (right) with
student Ayla.

Carousel Ranch is fortunate to have Taylor Adachi stepping into the

12{@VANDI 03 DI @IN®) s position of Executive Director ensuring continuity and stability for the
Yvonne Rockwell Ranch’s future. Adachi shares, “I am proud and honored to be part of
President the Carousel Ranch team. When | started with Carousel Ranch as a
Alfredo Mendoza volunteer and intern, | never imagined | would be stepping into the
Vice President Executive Director role ten years later. | appreciate the board and
Margie Shaffer staff’s confidence in me to lead this beloved organization. 'm so
Secretary grateful to Denise for her guidance throughout the years. | look
Evan Faucette forward to continuing to build on this incredible legacy which has
Treasurer already contributed so much to our community.”

Marianne Cederlind

Immedate Past Presicent WELCOME NEW BOARD MEMBERS!

Renee Berlin

Missy Carter

John Chernesky
Wayne Crawford
Jeff Hacker
Stuart McIntosh
Stacy Nochenson

Bryan Steiner
Steffanie Stelnick

Eric Stroh YVONNE WASCHAK
Teresa Todd Waschak Family Foundation

Yvonne Waschak

STEFFANIE STELNICK
Law Offices of Steffanie Stelnick
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VOLUNTEER AT CAROUSEL RANCH!

Carousel Ranch is always looking for volunteers to assist in the work that we do in the equestrian program, for
events and even in the office. As a volunteer, you will become a very important part of the Carousel Ranch team.
If you are interested in working with us, please call (661) 268-8010 to schedule a time to visit
or check out our website at www.carouseranch.org/volunteers

BAILEY GRYER

Bailey began volunteering in August as part of 400 work experience hours needed as a
Recreation Therapy major at California State Unverisity, Long Beach. Since the day she
walked in, it has been a perfect fit for her (and us). Bailey’s 12 year old son Wesley is
diagnosed with Down syndrome, which is how she learned about the Ranch (through a
Facebook group). We are grateful to have Bailey’s help every Wednesday and Friday
during lessons. Bailey shares “/ love it so much. It is fun to see the kids just light up. When
you give back, it always makes you feel so good - | feel like | am getting far more than |
give.” In just a short time, Bailey has quickly become part of the Carousel Ranch family
and we are thankful that she will be with us through December.

UPCOMING EVENTS
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The work that we do is only possible with the help of others -
Carousel Ranch is proud of its partnerships with individuals, foundations,
corporations and organizations who are committed to supporting our mission
enabling us to improve the lives of children and adults with special needs.

Through financial gifts, event and horse sponsorships, and volunteer opportunities,
Carousel Ranch’s Partners make a direct impact on the children and adults we
serve, as well as their families.

TJhank yow to owv partners!
MULTI-YEAR PARTNERSHIPS

CHAMPION
Wayne & Dianne Crawford | Santa Clarita Concrete
Allen Hohnroth & Renee Berlin
Logix Community Foundation
Richard & Marian Sandnes | Sandnes Family Foundation

PLATINUM
Jeanna & Kyle Crawford | Inside SCV Magazine

GOLD
Yvonne & Roy Rockwell | Express Employment Professionals
Mission Valley Bank

SILVER
Mercedes-Benz of Valencia

COPPER
Eric & Jacque Stroh
The Local Pub & Grill
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JULIE BENSON KRUMRINE, BRUCE KRUMRINE & ROBIN BENSON
RENEE BERLIN & ALLEN HOHNROTH
KRIS & MIKE HUBER
NANCY & PERRY KING
LOGIX FEDERAL CREDIT UNION
MISSION VALLEY BANK
LORI ROSE & JEFF MOXIE
PATTI & CHARLIE RASMUSSEN
PEGGY JEAN & LARRY RASMUSSEN
YVONNE ROCKWELL & EXPRESS EMPLOYMENT PROFESSIONALS
KARIN SANDNES
MARIAN AND RICHARD SANDNES
CHRIS & CHRIS SEIDENGLANZ
JAN & ROB SWARTZ
TERESA & ROBERT TODD
SUSIE WOO

STUDENT SPONSORS

SUPERVISOR KATHRYN BARGER
CHERYL GRESLIE, RICHARD MCKENZIE & GLOBAL SANITATION SERVIES
TOM & JUDITH HASKINS
DEBRA HAUSKNECHT - IN MEMORY OF DON HAUSKNECHT
TERI HUGHES-FOX FAMILY FOUNDATION
KAREN & RON KIKALO
JT RESOURCES
LAW OFFICES OF STEFFANIE STELNICK/ BLO OUT LOUNGE/SOUTHERN
CALIFORNIA REAL ESTATE MANAGEMENT
LOGIX FEDERAL CREDIT UNION
MERCEDES-BENZ OF VALENCIA
MISSION VALLEY BANK
LORI ROSE & JEFF MOXIE
LARRY & PEGGY JEAN RASSMUSSEN
THE SANDNES FAMILY FOUNDATION
SANTA CLARITA CONCRETE
TAFT ELECTRIC
TRIANGLE ENTERPRISES
THE WASCHAK FAMILY FOUNDATION
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