CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

ANITA MINERVINO

was ecstatic to find out
a decade ago that there
was a way to sanitize
swimming pools without
chemicals.
"Why is this the best
kept secret in the world?"
she said. "I want to shout
it from the rooftops."
Minervino
refers
to mineral ionization, a
water purification system
that stems from
ASA
technology. It involves
installing
a copper/
silver anode into the
pool's water supply. As
the water flows over the
anode with a minimum
boost from an electric
charge, the copper/silver
ions bond with the water
molecules and prevent
algae and bacteria from
growing.
A pool owner for two decades,
Minervino has embraced ionization and
is an authorized dealer/distributor of
the products for both residential and
commercial pools and is a certified pool
operator. Her territory includes North
and South Carolina and the U.s. Virgin
Islands.
She explained that chlorine is
a pesticide and salt is a corrosive.

For years people threw
coins into fountains so
algae and bacteria never
grew in the water. "Copper
won't allow bacteria to
grow in its presence. That's
Mother Nature," Mi nervino said. "[Ionization}
is tree-bugger friendly and
bean-counter friendly. I
water my geraniums with
my pool water."
Installation,
which
takes about a half hour
for a backyard pool, does
not require any major
changes. Cost depends
on the size of the pool.
Minervino said an 18,000gallon pool, the average for
backyard pools such as her
own, costs about $2,000
to convert. This includes
30-day turnkey service. No
annual service is needed.
The yearly maintenance
is about $75. Commercial
pools,
which average 38,000 gallons, may
cost around $5,000 to convert. One
client converted its three-pool complex
for under $10,000. For a commercial
pool, the system saves two thirds of
the annual chemical swimming pool
budget.
"Our slogan," said Anita Minervino,
"is 'Swim in bottled water.'" ,
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Swimming Pool Purification
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Vapors from chlorine or salt chlorine are toxic and are corrosive
as well. These chemicals
are as
anti-green as ionization is environmentally safe. The Department
of
Health and Environmental
Control
(DHEC) in South Carolina
and
Department of Environmental
and
Natural Resources in North Carolina approve the system.
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